SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR WEEK 6

40 DAYS. 5 MINUTES. ONE GOD.
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Soon another Feast came around and Jesus was back in Jerusalem.

Near the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem there was a pool, in Hebrew called Bethesda, with five
alcoves. Hundreds of sick people—blind, crippled, paralysed—were in these alcoves. One man
had been an invalid there for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him stretched out by the pool
and knew how long he had been there, he said, "Do you want to get well?"

The sick man said, "Sir, when the water is stirred, | don't have anybody to put me in the pool.
By the time | get there, somebody else is already in."

Jesus said, "Get up, take your bedroll, start walking." The man was healed on the spot. He
picked up his bedroll and walked off.

Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. When the Sabbath
came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed.

“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given
him? What are these remarkable miracles he is performing? Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this
Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?”
And they took offense at him.

Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honour except in his own town, among his
relatives and in his own home.” He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a
few sick people and heal them.

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?”
(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and | am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get
this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it
himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”



Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the
water | give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a spring
of water welling up to eternal life.”

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that | won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
“I have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had
five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is
quite true.”

Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked, "Rabbi, who
sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born blind?" Jesus said, "You're asking the
wrong question. You're looking for someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here.
Look instead for what God can do. We need to be energetically at work for the One who sent
me here, working while the sun shines. When night falls, the workday is over. For as long as |
am in the world, there is plenty of light. | am the world's Light."

He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay paste with the saliva, rubbed the paste on
the blind man's eyes, and said, "Go, wash at the Pool of Siloam" (Siloam means "Sent"). The
man went and washed—and saw.

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”



