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Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples
came to him, and he began to teach them.

He said:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

So Jesus explained himself at length. "I'm telling you this straight. The Son can't independently
do a thing, only what he sees the Father doing. What the Father does, the Son does. The Father
loves the Son and includes him in everything he is doing.

"But you haven't seen the half of it yet, for in the same way that the Father raises the dead and
creates life, so does the Son. The Son gives life to anyone he chooses. Neither he nor the
Father shuts anyone out. The Father handed all authority to judge over to the Son so that the
Son will be honoured equally with the Father. Anyone who dishonours the Son, dishonours the
Father, for it was the Father's decision to put the Son in the place of honour.

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

“Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying
add a single hour to your life?

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor
or spin. Yet | tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these.



If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown
into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. All who have
come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. | am the
gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.

Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you?
Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the
flesh counts for nothing. The words | have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.
Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which
of them did not believe and who would betray him. He went on to say, “This is why | told you
that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.”

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We
have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.”



