
 
Scripture readings for week 3 

wilderness 
 
 
Monday – my son 
MaT 3:13-17 (msg) 
 

Jesus then appeared, arriving at the Jordan River from Galilee. He wanted John to baptise him. 
John objected, "I'm the one who needs to be baptised, not you!" 
 
But Jesus insisted. "Do it. God's work, putting things right all these centuries, is coming 
together right now in this baptism." So John did it. 
 
The moment Jesus came up out of the baptismal waters, the skies opened up and he saw 
God's Spirit—it looked like a dove—descending and landing on him. And along with the Spirit, 
a voice: "This is my Son, chosen and marked by my love, delight of my life." 

 
Tuesday – hunger 
MATTHEW 4:1-2 (niv) 
 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting 
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 

 
Wednesday – doubt 
Mat 4:3-11 (NIV) 
 

The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 
bread.” 
 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” 
 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 
 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,  
and they will lift you up in their hands,  
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
 
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendour. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.” 
 
Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only.’” 
 
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
 
 



Thursday – homeless 
John 13: 2-5 + 12 [NIV] 
 
When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out 
the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah: 
 
“He took up our infirmities  
and bore our diseases.” 
 
When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. 
Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 
Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay 
his head.” 
 
Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
 
But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 

 
Friday – alone 
Mat 26:36-41 [msg] 
 
Then Jesus went with them to a garden called Gethsemane and told his disciples, "Stay here 
while I go over there and pray." Taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he plunged 
into an agonizing sorrow. Then he said, "This sorrow is crushing my life out. Stay here and 
keep vigil with me." 
 
Going a little ahead, he fell on his face, praying, "My Father, if there is any way, get me out of 
this. But please, not what I want. You, what do you want?" 
 
When he came back to his disciples, he found them sound asleep. He said to Peter, "Can't you 
stick it out with me a single hour? Stay alert; be in prayer so you don't wander into temptation 
without even knowing you're in danger. There is a part of you that is eager, ready for anything 
in God. But there's another part that's as lazy as an old dog sleeping by the fire." 


