SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR WEEK 2
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by
the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do
for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying:

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

you may now dismiss your servant in peace.

For my eyes have seen your salvation,

which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and the glory of your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

Walking along the beach of Lake Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers: Simon (later called Peter) and
Andrew. They were fishing, throwing their nets into the lake. It was their regular work. Jesus
said to them, "Come with me. I'll make a new kind of fisherman out of you. I'll show you how
to catch men and women instead of perch and bass." They didn't ask questions, but simply
dropped their nets and followed.

A short distance down the beach they came upon another pair of brothers, James and John,
Zebedee's sons. These two were sitting in a boat with their father, Zebedee, mending their
fishnets. Jesus made the same offer to them, and they were just as quick to follow,
abandoning boat and father.

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was
deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked.
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

Jesus wept.



Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?”

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the
entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man,
“by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”

Then Jesus said, “Did | not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, | thank you that you have
heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but | said this for the benefit of the people
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon
Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and
that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin
and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around
him...

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do
you understand what | have done for you?” he asked them.

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As
they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked
along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him.

He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the
only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these
days?”

“What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before
God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to
death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to
redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place..."

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he [Jesus] explained to them what was said in
all the Scriptures concerning himself.



